
Inaugural Function of the Winter School on “Achieving Excellence in Higher Education” 

 

On February 15
th

, 2017, Prof. Mehraj-ud-Din, Vice-Chancellor, Central University of Kashmir 

inaugurated three week long Winter School Refresher Course on “Achieving Excellence in 

Higher Education” at the UGC-Human Resource Development Centre, University of Kashmir. 

Course is being attended by 45 faculty members from various colleges and universities 

belonging to various institutions of higher learning both from within and outside the state of 

J&K. While speaking at the inaugural function of the course, Prof. Mehraj-ud-Din emphasized 

upon striking a balance between quantity and quality in higher education sector. He elaborately 

deliberated upon various expert committee reports with respect to achieving excellence in 

higher education. Prof. Mehraj-ud-Din stressed that the Universities stand for humanism and 

they need to provide leadership in every walk of life but sadly while corporates are establishing 

universities, universities are failing to create any corporates. He explained that there are three 

types of teachers in higher education sector who can be defined either as doers, dreamers or 

doubters and urged the participants to follow the suit of doers without caring for the 

illegitimate ways and means of doubters and short-cuts adopted by over-ambitious dreamers. 

Prof. Mehraj-ud-Din asked the participants to go through various expert committee reports, 

NAAC report on higher education, Human Development Index Report and detailed out various 

reforms required in higher education sector in terms of appointment of the chief executives, 

enhancement of accountability and transparency, incentivization of achievers, Freedom to 

devise and change the curricula and defining quality and excellence for setting up achievable 

goals. 

 

Director, UGC-HRDC, University of Kashmir, Prof. Mohi-ud-din Sangmi in his inaugural address 

comprehensively dwelled upon the various modalities for achieving excellence in higher 

education. He pointed out that our educational institutions are producing graduates and post-

graduates who are not well equipped to face modern day challenges of globalization. Prof. 

Sangmi impressed upon the participants that in the contemporary times when students are 

faced with a knowledge explosion, teachers can be an inspiration for the students only if they 

undertake value addition of information for its conversion into knowledge and wisdom. He 

urged upon teachers to address societal needs and aspirations through their research and 

impart skill based education to their students. Prof. Sangmi pointed out that ethics cannot be 

taught, they can only be imbibed and underscored the need for teachers to act as role models 

for their students. He mentioned that out of 96 newly established colleges in the state of 

Jammu and Kashmir, 36 do not have their own buildings which is a very sorry state of affairs 

and called for immediate upgradation of infrastructure of these colleges. 

 

Coordinator, HRDC and Course Coordinator, Dr. Mohammad Ishaq Geer enlisted various aims 

and objectives of the course and discussed its structure and design with the participants in 

detail prior to commencement of the inaugural function. He also explained various norms and 

modalities governing the course and urged upon the participants to derive maximum benefits 

from the course by writing a book chapter each on the theme of the course. He also proposed 

vote of thanks at the culmination of the inaugural function.  

 


